
Rooted in the Past. 
Resonating in the Present.

Wednesday 27 april – 
sunday 8 May 2016

Box office: 0131 556 9579
tracscotland.org/tradfest

Traditional Culture. Live.
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Amongst the host of local and 
international talent appearing 
on this year’s programme 
are nordic fiddlers Bloc, 
Macmath: the silent page, 
Moishe’s Bagel, dàimh, 
niteworks, gol, nuala Kennedy 
Band, talisk, sheesham 
and lotus & ‘son and Mairi 
campbell’s Pulse, along 
with songsters, storytellers 
and dancers to enjoy and 
discover. Other events include 
tours like the tradfest trail, 
ceilidhs, talks and workshops, 
demonstrating the variety and 
quality of traditional arts today 
in Scotland and beyond. 

tradfest | edinburgh dùn 
Èideann is promoted by tracs 
(traditional arts and culture 
scotland) with partners and 
co-curators: soundhouse 

organisation, edinburgh 
folk club, national library 
of scotland, edinburgh 
university school of scottish 
studies, Queens Hall, 
summerhall, dance Base, the 
scots Music group and a range 
of artists and supporters.

TRACS is Scotland’s National 
Network for Traditional Arts 
and Culture as a vital and 
diverse element of modern life. 
It brings together the work of 
the traditional Music forum, 
the scottish storytelling 
forum, and the traditional 
dance forum of scotland in 
collaboration with Scotland’s 
language organisations. 

tradfest is supported by 
creative scotland and the 
city of edinburgh council.

Wednesday 27 april – 
sunday 8 May 2016

tradfest edinburgh | dùn Èideann is a vibrant 
twelve-day showcase of Scotland’s thriving 
traditional arts scene. Taking place from Wednesday 
27 april to sunday 8 May, the festival spans 
the ancient celebrations of Beltane and May Day 
and includes dozens of events in the heart of the 
city, setting the capital abuzz with music, song, 
storytelling, dance, film, crafts and more. 
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Wednesday 27 april to sunday 8 May 2016

www.tracscotland.org/tradfest

TradFest  
Auld Reikie
TradFest is a dirlin twall day 
showkist o Scotland’s thrivin 
arts scene. Takkin pliss frae 
Wednesday 27 April tae Sunday 
8 May, the festival airches the 
ancient celebrations o Beltane 
an May Day an taks in dizzens 
o getherins in the hert o Embra, 
settin the capital ableeze wi 
music, sang, storytellin, dance, 
film, crafts an mair. Enjoy the 
cantie atmosphere an coorie in 
wi the Scots tongue ye’ll finnd 
at monie o the getherins, frae 
whisky tales wi stuart McHardy 
tae a nicht o North East sangs 
chummed bae pictur-shows, 
frae frieda Morrison.

TradFest  
Dùn Èideann
‘S e taisbeanadh mòr ealain 
tradiseanta na h-Alba a tha 
ann ann Tradfest Dùn Èideann, 
a bhios a’ gabhail àite eadar 
Diciadain 27 An Giblean agus 
Didòmhnaich 8 An Cèitean.  
Bidh am baile a’ tighinn 
beò le ceòl, òrain, dannsa, 
sgeulachdan, fiolm, ceàirdean 
agus barrachd, a’ gabhail 
a-staigh Latha Bealltainn 
cuideachd. Bidh taghadh de 
thachartasan tlachdail Gàidhlig 
ann, bho cheòl Gàidhlig aig 
dàimh, niteworks agus an 
ghettocroft aig griogair, gu 
rannsachadh air Bàrdachd  
agus Òrain sa Ghàidhlig.

Scottish Storytelling Centre,  
43-45 High Street,  
EH1 1SR

tradfest Box office

rooted in  
tHe past

contents
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AND TOURS
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Rooted in the Past. 
Resonating in the present.

0131 556 9579  
www.tracscotland.org/tradfest
Please see individual event listings for alternative 
ticket details where available.
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tradfest trail & tours PAGE 06-07
Edinburgh is hoaching with traditional arts and culture. TradFest showcases 
walking tours to uncover the layers of culture steeped in every corner of 
Scotland’s capital, from poetry in place to uncovering the city’s industrial 
background. 2016 premieres the tradfest trail tour where you can get further 
insights before a self-guided meander through a network of pub sessions, 
music and record shops, galleries, book and print shops, cafes and restaurants, 
clothes shops, instrument makers and markets.

Music at tHe pleasance PAGE 08-10
The TradFest music hub is the pleasance – a venue steeped in Old Town 
and Southside tradition, programmed by soundhouse and edinburgh folk 
club. Discover fantastic music evenings from lilting laments to fiery fusions 
showcasing established and up and coming folksters. The fun doesn’t end after 
the gig though, with tradfest club open sessions returning this year, anchored 
by dJ dolphin Boy from 10pm.

tradfest in tHe toWn PAGE 11-20
From the renowned Queen’s Hall through to intimate venues like the royal oak, 
TradFest reaches out across the city with its welcoming arms and showcases 
traditional arts city-wide. From intimate talks at the national library of scotland, 
to industry exposure at the Knitting & stitching show at royal Highland centre, 
you’ll find a great choice of music, dance, story and craft to enjoy. 

trad arts at tHe scottisH  PAGE 21-29 
storytelling centre
The scottish storytelling centre is a hub for Scotland’s traditional arts and 
culture. A melting pot for song, film, story, music, dance, and craft crossover, 
presenting opportunities for artists to come together and explore cultural 
traditions with a contemporary spin. From workshops and debates to musical 
evenings discovering story, song and more, you are guaranteed a warm welcome, 
with the Centre Box Office your invaluable information point for TradFest.

folK filM gatHering at filMHouse  PAGE 30-31
edinburgh filmhouse hosts the second edition of the world’s first festival of 
Folk Cinema, with screenings introduced by one of TradFest’s traditional Scottish 
storytellers. This year the Gathering’s programme focuses on a central theme of 
animals: sheep, goats, horses, cows, lions, whales and herrings, and the stories 
that bind them to communities. From Bradford to Sardinia, 2016’s folk film 
gathering continues to explore the myriad ways world cinema has engaged  
with folk culture – as living tradition, as people’s history, and as working class 
culture and experience. Join the conversation in discussion sessions post 
screenings and carry the chat on at the Filmhouse Café Bar.
www.folkfilmgathering.com  

prograMMe 
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Wednesday 27 april to sunday 8 May 2016

www.tracscotland.org/tradfest
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tradfest  
venue Map

1  Blackwell’s Bookshop     
53-62 South Bridge EH1 1YS

2  calton Hill     
EH1. Wheelchair access via 
Carriage Drive

3  the caves     
8-12 Niddry Street South  
EH1 1NS

4  circus café     
8 St Mary’s Street EH1 1SU

5  the counting House 
36 West Nicolson Street  
EH8 9DD

6  dance Base     
14-16 Grassmarket EH1 2JU

7  filmhouse     
88 Lothian Road EH3 9BZ

8  nat. library of scotland     
George IV Bridge EH1 1EW

9  the pleasance     
60 Pleasance EH8 9TJ
10 portobello old parish 
parish church     
20 Bellfield Street EH15 2BP 
11 arthur’s seat 
Holyrood Park EH8 8HG
12 royal Highland centre    
Ingliston House EH28 8NB
13 Queen’s Hall   
Clerk Street EH8 9JG

14 the royal oak 
1 Infirmary Street EH1 1LT 
15 scottish storytelling 
centre     
43-45 High Street EH1 1SR
16  st Bride’s community 
centre    
10 Orwell Terrace EH11 2DZ
17  Kirk o’ field centre     
138-140 The Pleasance  
EH8 9RP
18 st peter’s church Hall     
14 Lutton Place EH8 9PE 
19 st vincent’s chapel    
St Vincent Street EH3 6SW

20 augustine united  
church     
41 George IV Bridge EH1 1EL
21 summerhall     
1 Summerhall EH9 1PL
22 tribe porty     
19 Windsor Place EH15 2AJ
23 victoria park  
House Hotel     
221 Ferry Road EH6 4NN
24 union canal 
Fountainbridge EH3 9BH
25 Wasps patriothall 
studios    
48a Hamilton Place EH3 5AY
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tradfest trail
and tours
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HUDDLES & 
HEAVENS: 
POEMS ON THE 
CANONGATE
fri 29 & sat 30 apr, 2.30pm (fri) 
& 11am (sat) (1hr 15)   
Starts at Scottish Storytelling 
Centre  
£8 (£6 conc)  |  Walking Tour 

Led by poet Ken cockburn, this 
walking tour weaves in and out of 
the Royal Mile’s gardens and closes. 
You’ll see famous city landmarks, 
discover some hidden gems and 
find out how they’re connected 
to some of Scotland’s greatest 
writers, including Burns, Muriel 
Spark and the great Anon.
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk

DAWN RISING
sun 1 May, 5am (2hrs)   
Arthur’s Seat - Meet at 
Meadowbank car park, by Queen 
Margaret Loch, Holyrood Park  
Free (ticketed)  |  Walking Tour 

Celebrate ecology and tradition 
on May morning with Arthur’s 
Seat storyteller, donald smith. 
The route is a gentle ascent to the 
summit of Arthur’s Seat by the 
north side pavement and the slope 
from Dunsapie Loch. Please bring 
warm waterproof clothing and 
sturdy footwear with a good grip  
for rock and grassy slopes. 
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk

WALK THE UNION 
CANAL & THE 
MEANWHILE 
GARDEN
sun 1 & 8 May, 2pm (1hr 30) 
Meet at Akva Bar back door at  
the beginning of the Canal 
£6 (£5 conc)  |  Walking Tour 

This easy walking tour begins very 
near Edinburgh’s city centre, yet 
immediately you’ll feel far from the 
tourist bustle. Discover the hidden 
history of the city’s industrial 
past, and visit a truly inspiring 
‘meanwhile’ community garden in 
a large old brewery site. Enjoy the 
tranquility of water, wildlife and 

herbal plants, hear about the  
canal of old, and take in today’s 
unhurried canal life. 
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk
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tradfest trail
and tours
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PLAGUE & 
PESTILENCE!  
A CADDY CAPERS SPECIAL 
FROM MACASTORY

sun 1 & 8 May, 2.30pm (1hr 30) 
National Library of Scotland 
Free (ticketed)  |  Walking Tour 

Join the Caddies for a plague-
ridden tour of Auld Reekie.  
Meet a fearsome hooded figure 
stalking the city, bringing death 
in his wake and a band of plague 
purging pirates out to stop him! 
Tales of pestilence and mysterious 
goings-on in a storytelling trip  
of gruesome family fun in the  
heart of toon from the ever 
wonderful Macastory. 
tickets: 
National Library of Scotland  
0131 623 3734  
www.nls.uk/events

TRADFEST TRAIL: 
THE TOUR
thu 5 - sat 7 May, 2pm (2hrs) 
Leave from Scottish  
Storytelling Centre 
£6 (£4 conc)  |  Walking Tour 

Visit the howffs and legends of 
Edinburgh’s Folk scene, with the 
expert and entertaining guidance 
of stuart McHardy. From the 
Canongate worthies Robert 
Fergusson and Allan Ramsay, to the 
people’s Southside and finally the 
incomparable Sandy Bell’s, you can 
discover today’s vibrant Trad Arts in 
the places it all began. 
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk



TradFest Edinburgh · Dùn Èideann

08

Music at tHe 
pleasance
EDINBURGH 
FOLK CLUB: DAVID 
NACHMANOFF
Wed 27 apr, 8pm (2hrs)   
£10 (£9 conc) £7 (EFC members)  
Music 

Award-winning guitar virtuoso 
and singer-songwriter dave 
nachmanoff is known as Al 
Stewart’s right-hand man and  
has performed with Alison Krauss 
and The Pogues. He is also a noted 
singer/songwriter in his own right 
as he combines his outstanding 
guitar playing with his ability to 
write songs that paint vivid  
word pictures. 
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk

EWAN MCLENNAN 
/ SKY SMEED
thu 28 apr, 8pm (2hrs)   
£10 (£8 adv)  |  Music 

ewan Mclennan, in a short space 
of time, has become known as a 
guitarist at the forefront of his 
generation: a troubadour, balladeer 
and storyteller cut in the old style. 
With support from US folksinger 
sky smeed, who is often compared 
to Gram Parsons, Neil Young and 
John Prine. 
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk

TRADFEST CLUB: 
EWAN MaCINTYRE 
ALBUM LAUNCH

thu 28 apr, 10pm (3hrs)   
£6 (£4 adv)  |  Music 

The first TradFest Club session doubles 
up as launch party for Edinburgh born 
musician/puppeteer ewan Macintyre, 
who promotes his debut solo album You 
Probably Look Better Naked Anyway, 
recorded in Montreal in 2015 with 
10 guest musicians from Quebec, 
Ireland, South Africa, England, 
France, Ontario and Scotland. Expect 
an intimate gig of original tunes and 
old favourites featuring the talents of 
adam shapiro on fiddle, gavin taylor 
on dobro and mandolin and conrad 
Molleson on double bass.
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk

TRADFEST CLUB
fri 29 apr - sun 1 May & thu 5 - 
sat 7 May, 10pm (3hrs) 
Free (non ticketed)  |  Music 

The TradFest Club will run Thursday 
to Sunday at the Pleasance 
Cabaret Bar from 10pm, or after 
the evening’s event has finished. 
This is a great opportunity for all 
TradFest participants, guests, 
performers and friends to 
gather for impromptu sessions, 
hosted by dJ dolphin Boy. If 
you are interested in booking a 
performance slot please email 
djdolphinboy@hotmail.com. 
Please check website listings for 
extra information, including the 
Finale Party (Sun 8 May). 
all welcome!
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www.tracscotland.org/tradfest

DOWALLY
fri 29 apr, 8pm (2hrs)   
£10 (£8 adv)  |  Music 

Dowally make unclassifiable, 
thrillingly energetic music, fusing 
their love of traditional Scottish 
tunes with jazz harmony, Balkan 
rhythms and deep Americana 
raucousness. dan abrahams’ driving 
guitar and rachel Walker’s swinging 
fiddle are joined by the extraordinary 
phil alexander (Moishe’s Bagel) on 
accordion and graham coe (The 
Jellyman’s Daughter) on cello.
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk

MOISHE’S BAGEL
sat 30 apr, 8pm (2hrs) 
£10 (£8 adv)  |  Music 

The acclaimed Moishe’s Bagel brings 
their exhilarating mix of Klezmer, 
Balkan and original tunes to TradFest. 
Expect foot-stomping classics, jazzy 
originals, daring musicianship and 
plenty of passion. “This brilliantly 
accomplished and adventurous five-
piece emphatically puts the ‘class’ 
into ‘unclassifiable’.” (Scotsman)
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk

BLUEFLINT
sun 1 May, 8pm (2hrs) 
£10 (£8 adv)  |  Music 

Sublime close harmony singing 
accompanied by a line-up 
intertwining banjos, fiddle, piano, 
electric guitar, double-bass and 
drums in raw and beautifully-
crafted songs, imbued with a strong 
alt folk flavour. Edinburgh-based 
duo Blueflint released their third 
album, Stories from Home, in March 
2015, produced by paul savage 
(King Creosote, Mogwai).
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk

CLYPE
Mon 2 May, 8pm (2hrs) 
£10 (£8 adv)  |  Music 

Formed in 2014 by pianist/singer/
songwriter simon gall (Salsa Celtica) 
and featuring fiddler Jonny Hardie (Old 
Blind Dogs), Clype is a stripped-back 
experiment in fusing sounds and styles 
from around the globe. The music 
borrows from Scottish folk traditions 
as well as from the rhythms of Latin 
America and harmonic ideas of jazz. 
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk

Music at tHe 
pleasance

NORDIC  
FIDDLERS BLOC
tue 3 May, 8pm (2hrs) 
£10 (£8 adv)  |  Music 

The Nordic Fiddlers Bloc skilfully 
weave together the many 
components of their Norwegian, 
Swedish and Shetland fiddle 
backgrounds and traditions in a 
hugely atmospheric and dynamic 
fashion, all laced through with 
liberal helpings of on-stage humour 
for good measure. Any lover of great 
quality fiddle music and playing 
should not miss them in concert.
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk

EDINBURGH FOLK 
CLUB: MARTIN 
SIMPSON
Wed 4 May, 8pm (2hrs) 
£10 (£9 conc) £7 (EFC members)  
Music 

Martin simpson is an English folk 
singer, guitarist and songwriter 
whose music reflects diverse 
influences and styles, rooted in 
England, Scotland, Ireland, America 
and beyond. Widely acknowledged 
as one of the finest acoustic and 
slide guitar players in the world, his 
interpretations of traditional songs 
are masterpieces of storytelling 
and his solo shows are spellbinding 
and deeply moving. 
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk
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Music at tHe 
pleasance
ALAN KELLY  
GANG
thu 5 May, 8pm (2hrs) 
£10 (£8 adv)  |  Music 

A powerfully emotive and critically 
acclaimed quartet that have 
established themselves as one of 
Ireland’s leading contemporary 
trad acts. alan Kelly has long been 
declared Ireland’s innovative piano 
accordion maestro and he is joined 
by acclaimed New York singer and 
flautist, steph geremia, master 
guitarist, ian carr and double 
bassist, Kevin Mcguire. 
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk

NUALA  
KENNEDY BAND
sat 7 May, 8pm (2hrs) 
£10 (£8 adv)  |  Music 

nuala Kennedy presents an 
exclusive performance of her 
2016 album Behave the Bravest, 
showcasing a beautiful selection 
of songs alongside stellar wooden 
flute instrumentals. Nuala is one 
of the most in-demand musicians 
on the international folk scene 
and her Band ensure high octane 
instrumentals rub shoulders with 
emotive story-ballads. With donald 
Hay (drums), Mike Bryan (guitar) 
and shona Mooney (fiddle).  
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk

TALISK
sun 8 May, 8pm (2hrs) 
£10 (£8 adv)  |  Music 

Mohsen amini (concertina), Hayley 
Keenan (fiddle) and craig irving 
(guitar) utilise their strong individual 
backgrounds in Irish and Scottish 
music to create an award winning 
sound. The trio’s engaging and 
energetic performances have 
already landed them slots at some 
of Britain’s biggest festivals and 
won them the BBc radio 2 young 
folk award in 2015.
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk

TRADFEST CLUB: 
FINALE PARTY

sun 8 May, 10pm (3hrs) 
Free (non ticketed)  |  Music 

A chance for all TradFest 
participants, guests, performers, 
staff and friends to gather together 
to celebrate the end of the Festival, 
hosted by dJ dolphin Boy. If 
you are interested in booking a 
performance slot please email 
djdolphinboy@hotmail.com.
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Wednesday 27 april to sunday 8 May 2016

tradfest  
in tHe toWn

PLAGUE! A 
CULTURAL HISTORY 
OF CONTAGIOUS 
DISEASES IN 
SCOTLAND
until sun 29 May 
Mon – fri 10am – 8pm;  
sat 10am – 5pm;  
sun 2-5pm 
National Library of Scotland  
Free (non ticketed)  |  Exhibition 

Using items from the Library’s 
collections encompassing the 
history of science and medicine, 
folklore, literature, religion and 
news print, this exhibition highlights 
responses from writers and poets, 
government, newspapers, religious 
figures and ordinary people to the 
major contagious diseases that 
afflicted Scotland until the mid-
20th century.
  

SCOTLAND & THE 
EASTER RISING
Wed 27 apr, 6.30pm (1hr 30) 
Blackwell’s Bookshop  
Free (ticketed)  |  Talk 

Scotland and the Easter Rising 
is a new book acclaimed for its 
range and depth. Its editors 
Kirsty lusk and Willy Maley, in 
conversation with historian owen 
dudley edwards, explore the 
Scottish connections to the events 
of Easter 1916 in Dublin, and the 
experiences of Ireland and Scotland 
in their assertion of nationhood.
tickets: Blackwell’s Bookshop  
0131 622 8222  
www.Blackwells.co.uk/edinburgh

DÀIMH/
NITEWORKS/ 
GRIOGAIR’S 
GHETTOCROFT
Wed 27 apr, 8pm (3hrs) 
The Caves  
£15 adv (£18 door)  |  Music 

Three of Scotland’s most pioneering 
groups join forces! Daimh – Gaelic 
Supergroup and folk Band of the 
year 2015 (scots trad Music 
awards). Griogair’s GhettoCroft – 
gaelic singer of the year 2015 
(scots trad Music awards) 
showcases connections between 
African American traditions and the 
true, old Gaelic style of Scotland. 
Niteworks – Gaelic language and 
traditional music with electronic 
influences merge for an exhilarating 
sound from a band whose live 
shows amaze and excite.
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk

THE KNITTING & 
STITCHING SHOW
thu 28 apr - sun 1 May, 10am 
(7hrs 30 except sun, 7hrs) 
Royal Highland Centre  
Advanced: £13 (£12 conc, £6 
children aged 5-18) On the door: 
£16 (£15 conc, £7 children aged 
5-18) Further ticket offers are 
available – see website  |  Craft 

The UK and Ireland’s pre-eminent 
textile craft event debuts in 
Scotland as part of the year of 
innovation, architecture and 
design. The Edinburgh show 
will have much of what visitors 
know and love from the events 
in Harrogate, Dublin and London 
but with a distinctive Scottish 
character. Textile Galleries 
featuring textile art in every 
conceivable form, workshops, 
demonstrations and suppliers of 
amazing fabrics will make this a 
must attend event for any crafter. 
tickets: 01473 321 872  
www.theknittingandstitchingshow.
com/edinburgh 
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tradfest  
in tHe toWn
CEILIDH
thu 28 apr & thu 5 May,  
7.30pm (2hrs) 
Dance Base  
£7 (£6 conc)  |  Dance 

This class is a chance to learn some 
traditional Scottish dances, enjoy live 
music and join in the ceilidh! There 
will be a variety of dances taught 
throughout the evening with a natural 
progression to more complex dances. 
A great way to have fun, meet new 
people and experience an integral 
part of Scottish culture.
tickets: Dance Base  
0131 225 5525  
www.dancebase.co.uk

INCLUSIVE CEILIDH
thu 28 apr & thu 5 May,  
11am (1hr) 
Dance Base  
£6  |  Dance

Ceilidh dancing is possibly the  
most social of all dances and this 
class is designed for both disabled 
and non-disabled dancers. The 
pace of this class will be led by 
the dancers, with live accordion 
accompaniment. Prepare for a lot  
of fun and a lot of laughs!
tickets: Dance Base  
0131 225 5525  
www.dancebase.co.uk
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GUID CRACK: 
BLOODY 
EDINBURGH
fri 29 apr, 7.30pm (2hrs 30) 
Circus Café  
By donation (£5/4)  |  Storytelling 

Edinburgh’s Old Town has  
seen a fair amount of characters 
and chancers in its time. Join  
nancy nicolson for a trawl through 
some of the dark deeds our pretty 
city has known! Edinburgh’s 
monthly storytelling night, now  
held at the circus café on  
St. Mary’s Street.  

ANNASACH’S 
CEILIDH AT THE 
COUNTING HOUSE
fri 29 apr, 8pm (3hrs) 
Counting House  
£8 (£6 conc)  |  Dance 

Come and enjoy the vibrant 
Annasach Ceilidh Band’s regular 
session at the counting House. All 
dances will be called so beginners 
welcome! Tickets can be purchased 
from the website or on the door. 
For group bookings of 10 or more 
please email us for a discount.
tickets:  
07768 563138 
www.annasach.co.uk 
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WEAVING THE LINE:  
MARK-MAKING  
IN TAPESTRY

sat 30 apr & sun 1 May,  
10am (6hrs) 
WASPS Partiothall, Studio 114  
£125  |  Craft 

Explore the great variety of 
marks that can be translated into 
weave, from fine wandering lines 
to bold surface lines. Structured 
to provide tuition in small 
groups, this weekend workshop 
encourages mark making with a 
range of drawing materials before 
translating the marks into a woven 
sample. Suitable for beginners and 
students developing and building 
on existing skills. Materials, tea and 
coffee included.
tickets:  
fiona@fionahutchison.co.uk or 
07877 457 332

EUROPEAN CEILIDH  
WITH BENOIT GUERBIGNY 
AND GILLESPIE & WOLFE

sat 30 apr, 7pm (4hrs 30) 
St Peter’s Hall 
£11 (£9 conc) Under 14s free  
Dance 

A great night of Scottish, French 
and other Western European 
dances with the fantastic Benoit 
guerbigny, virtuoso melodeon 
player from France, and the local, 
highly talented and acclaimed 
ceilidh band, Gillespie & Wolfe.  
A quick course will be provided 
so no prior dance knowledge 
is needed. Informal and fun 
atmosphere guaranteed!
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk

SCOTS MUSIC 
GROUP  
FUNDRAISING CEILIDH 
WITH DA HOOLEY

sat 30 apr, 8pm (3hrs 30) 
St Bride’s Centre  
£9/£7 conc (adv) (£10 door)   |  Dance

Come on your own, with friends or in 
a group to join the locals in Scottish 
dancing with live music from one of 
Edinburgh’s top ceilidh bands! No 
experience necessary. All money 
raised will go towards supporting 
the scots Music group, a charity 
which runs weekly traditional music 
classes across Edinburgh. 
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk  
St Bride’s Centre 0131 346 1405 
www.scotsmusic.org/ceilidhs

MACMATH:  
THE SILENT PAGE

sat 30 apr, 7.30pm (2hrs) 
The Caves  
£10 adv (£15 door)  |  Music 

Some of Dumfries and Galloway’s 
top traditional musicians (emily 
smith, robyn stapleton, aaron 
Jones, claire Mann, Wendy 
stewart, Jamie Mclennan with 
narrator tom pow) breathe new life 
into a forgotten collection of songs 
with major historical significance to 
Scotland’s musical heritage. Originally 
commissioned by the dumfries & 
galloway arts festival and supported 
by the William grant foundation, 
creative scotland, national trust 
for scotland and susan Howell.
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk
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BELTANE FIRE 
FESTIVAL
sat 30 apr, 8pm (5hrs) 
Calton Hill  
£8 until 15 Apr, £8.50 until 29 Apr 
(+booking fees), £10 on the gate  
Walking Tour 

For over 25 years the Beltane fire 
society have gathered volunteers, 
performers and the wider 
community to engage in a fiery 
re-imagining of the ancient Celtic 
celebration that marks the arrival 
of summer. The May Queen and 
her Green Man process with their 
Court, gathering energies to light 
the sacred Bel Fire. 
tickets: 0131 220 3234  
www.tickets-scotland.com/belt6

ALEXANDER 
TECHNIQUE FOR 
FIDDLE PLAYERS
sun 1 May, 11am (6hrs) 
Tribe Porty   
£45  |  Workshop 

Fun Fiddle presents a day of 
Alexander Technique for fiddlers, 
with practitioner and award 
winning musician, tom Mcconville. 
Alexander Technique is a method 
widely used by musicians to 
discover a new balance in the 
body by releasing unnecessary 
tension. This is special opportunity 
to explore your posture and a new 
approach to playing. Bring two 
books and a mat!
tickets:  
www.funfiddle.co.uk
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WEE FOLK CLUB: 
EDDIE SEAMAN & 
LUC MCNALLY
sun 1 May, 8.30pm (2hrs 30) 
Royal Oak  
£5  |  Music 

Eddie and Luc are members 
of Celtic folk group Barluath 
and graduates of the Royal 
Conservatoire of Scotland. 
‘Versatility and virtuosity combine 
so effortlessly on this thrilling 
tune set from Scottish duo Eddie 
Seaman and Luc McNally that it 
belies their short time together,  
and serves as a fine introduction.’ 
(Rock n Reel Magazine)
tickets:  
At the Door

THE 
PROVINCE 
OF THE CAT  
- STORYING CAITHNESS

Mon 2 May, 2pm (1hr 30)  
National Library of Scotland 
Free (ticketed)  |  Storytelling 

The Northern Lights come into 
focus as george gunn opens 
up the landscape and culture of 
Caithness with his new storytelling 
masterpiece, Province of The Cat. 
Experience the myths, folklore and 
communal history of this unique 
part of Scotland through words, 
images and music.
tickets:  
National Library of Scotland  
0131 623 3734  
www.nls.uk/events

TREASURE 
TROVES OF 
SCOTTISH 

TRADITION
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THE END O  
THE SHIFT  
- WORKING LIVES  
IN FIFE & PERTHSHIRE

tue 3 May, 2pm (1hr 30) 
National Library of Scotland  
Free (ticketed)  |  Talk 

The great industries that made 
modern Scotland are rooted in 
traditional skills, ingenuity and natural 
inventiveness that helped shape the 
world of technology. Stories from 
Scottish workers have been collected 
for an oral history project to pay 
tribute to the enormous contribution 
they made to science, technology, 
art and culture. This illustrated 
presentation by folklorist Margaret 
Bennett shares highlights and 
introduces some of the contributors.
tickets:  
National Library of Scotland  
0131 623 3734  
www.nls.uk/events

ELECTION 
COUNTDOWN: 
SPEAKING OUT FOR  
A BETTER NATION

tue 3 May, 6.30pm (1hr 30) 
Blackwell’s Bookshop  
Free (ticketed)  |  Talk 

Scotland’s political landscape is 
reconstructing. But socialism is 
alive and well, says pauline Bryan, 
editor of What Would Keir Hardie 
Say? Finding the positives in the 
changing face of politics, she is 
joined by contributors to Scotia 
Nova, with poetry dedicated to  
the forging of a better nation.
tickets:  
Blackwell’s Bookshop  
0131 622 8222  
www.Blackwells.co.uk/edinburgh

EDINBURGH 
CEILIDH CLUB
tue 3 May, 8pm (3hrs) 
Summerhall  
£6  |  Dance 

The Edinburgh Ceilidh Club  
brings you Edinburgh’s biggest and 
best regular ceilidhs every Tuesday 
night at summerhall, featuring 
some of the best Scottish ceilidh 
bands each week. With callers who 
will teach the dances, this event  
is great for everyone from complete 
beginners to experienced  
ceilidh dancers. 
tickets:  
Summerhall  
0131 560 1581  
www.summerhall.co.uk

CELTER 
SCHMELTER AT 
LEITH FOLK CLUB
tue 3 May, 8pm (2hrs 30) 
Victoria Park House Hotel  
£8  |  Music 

Celter Schmelter make a very 
welcome and long anticipated 
return to Leith Folk Club after their 
last visit had audiences dancing 
in the aisles! From irresistible 
dance tunes to poignant, 
arrhythmic doinas, enter a world 
of passionately felt music that is 
simple, haunting and played from 
the heart.
tickets:  
Leith Folk Club  
07502024852  
www.leithfolkclub.com
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festival calendar

until 29 May 
Various Plague! A Cultural History of Contagious Diseases in Scotland Exhibition 11

thursday 21 april - sunday 8 May   
10am-6pm  Land, Sea & Sky: Fae Fife to Faroe – Jan Miller Exhibition Exhibition 21

Wednesday 27 april 
5.30pm Wayfaring Stranger Music 21
6.30pm Scotland & the Easter Rising   Talk 11
8pm Dàimh / Niteworks / Griogair’s Ghettocroft Music 11
8pm Edinburgh Folk Club: David Nachmanoff Music 08

thursday 28 april - sunday 1 May   
10am The Knitting & Stitching Show Craft 11

thursday 28 april 
11am Inclusive Ceilidh Dance 12
2pm Gaelic Poetry & Song / Bàrdachd Agus Òrain Ghàidhlig   Workshop 21 
5.30pm Tak Aff Yer Dram: Tales & Songs of Whisky Storytelling 21
7pm Once Our Valleys Were Ringing Storytelling & Music 22
7.30pm Ceilidh  Dance 12
8pm Ewan McLennan / Sky Smeed Music 08
8pm Gerda Stevenson Music 22
10pm TradFest Club: Ewan Macintyre Album Launch Music 08

friday 29 april 
12pm Spinning Wheel Display Craft 22
2pm Poetry & Sang Gang Thegither Workshop 22
2.30pm Huddles & Heavens: Poems on the Canongate Walking Tour 06
5.30pm The Flax Flower: A Ballad Retold Music  23
6.30pm Cathal Mcconnell & Susanna Orr Holland Music 23
7.30pm Guid Crack: Bloody Edinburgh Storytelling 12
8pm Annasach’s Ceilidh at The Counting House Dance 12
8pm Dowally  Music 09
8pm The Adventures of John Paul Jones Music 23
10pm TradFest Club  Music 08

saturday 30 april 
10am Weaving the Line: Mark-Making in Tapestry Craft 13
11am Huddles & Heavens: Poems on the Canongate Walking Tour 06
12pm May Mumming: Folk Drama Workshop Workshop 23
12pm Spinning Wheel Display Craft 22
5.30pm Images of the Song Music 24
7pm European Ceilidh with Benoit Guerbigny and Gillespie & Wolfe  Dance 13 
7pm Riders of the Sidhe Storytelling 24
7.30pm Macmath: The Silent Page Music 13
8pm Beltane Fire Festival Walking Tour 14
8pm Moishe’s Bagel  Music 09
8pm Scots Music Group Fundraising Ceilidh with Da Hooley  Dance 13 
8pm The Two Truths of Thomas the Rhymer Storytelling & Music 24
10pm TradFest Club  Music 08

sunday 1 May 
5am Dawn Rising  Walking Tour 06
10am Weaving the Line: Mark-Making in Tapestry Craft 13
11am Alexander Technique for Fiddle Players Workshop 14
2pm James Connolly: From Edinburgh’s Cowgate to the Dublin GPO  Music 24 
2pm Walk the Union Canal & the Meanwhile Garden Walking Tour 06
2.30pm Plague & Pestilence! A Caddy Capers Special from Macastory  Walking Tour 07 
5pm The Magical Fusion Storytelling 25
8pm Blueflint  Music 09
8pm In the Wake of Neil Gunn Music 25
8.30pm Wee Folk Club: Eddie Seaman & Luc McNally Music 14
10pm TradFe;st Club  Music 08

Monday 2 May 
11am Artie’s Tartan Tales Music 25
2pm Tradbeats  Workshop 25
2pm Treasure Troves of Scottish Tradition: The Province of the Cat – Storying Caithness  Storytelling 14 
7pm Tread the Trad  Storytelling 26

date event  event type page
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7.30pm Siobhan Miller / Huradal Music 26
8pm Clype  Music 09

tuesday 3 May 
2pm Café Ceilidh  Music 26
2pm Treasure Trove of Scottish Tradition:  Talk 15 
 The End O the Shift - Working Lives in Fife & Perthshire 
5.30pm Leif  Music 26
6pm Story in Song Workshops with Kirsty Law Workshop 26
6.30pm Election Countdown: Speaking Out for a Better Nation  Talk 15 
7pm Kist O Dreams  Book Launch 26
8pm Celter Schmelter at Leith Folk Club Music 15
8pm Edinburgh Ceilidh Club Dance 15
8pm Nordic Fiddlers Bloc Music 09
8pm Summer Walkers / Journey to a Kingdom Film 27

Wednesday 4 May 
2pm Treasure Trove of Scottish Tradition:  Talk 18 
 The Silent Page – William Macmath & the Songs of Dumfries & Galloway
6pm Story in Song Workshops with Kirsty Law Workshop 26
7pm When Shall We Three Meet Again Storytelling 27
8pm Edinburgh Folk Club: Martin Simpson Music 09
8pm Tannara / The Lowground Music 27

thursday 5 May 
11am Inclusive Ceilidh Dance 12
2pm TradFest Trail: The Tour Walking tour 07
2pm Treasure Trove of Scottish Tradition: Workin the Sea – Port Seton & Cockenzie Talk 18 
5.30pm Ross Whyte & Alasdair Whyte Music 28
6pm Story in Song Workshops with Kirsty Law Workshop 26
6.30pm Discover Wild America with John Muir Illustrated Talk 19
7pm Rebuilding the University Talk 18
7pm Stravaiging Scotland in Stories Storytelling 28
7.30pm Ceilidh  Dance 12
8pm Gol  Music 28
8pm Nothing Ever Happens Here Presents… Altan Music 19
8pm Tam Lyn  Music 18
8pm Alan Kelly Gang Music 10
10pm TradFest Club  Music 08

friday 6 May 
2pm TradFest Trail: The Tour Walking tour 07 
2pm Treasure Trove of Scottish Tradition:  Talk 19 
 The Unbroken Circle – Helen Fullerton in Argyll 
5.30pm Adrift  Storytelling 28
7pm  Three Pictish Tales Storytelling 28
7.30pm The Men from Leith: With Dick Gaughan, Blue Rose Code,  Music 19 
 Dean Owens & The Whisky Hearts  
8pm Mummer’s Ceilidh Dance with The Robert Fish Band Dance 20
8pm Sheesham and Lotus & ‘Son Music 28
10pm TradFest Club  Music 08

saturday 7 May 
9.30am 3rd Flute Fling – Edinburgh 2016: Scottish Flute Day Workshop 20
11.30am May Day Parade & Rally Walk 20
2pm TradFest Trail: The Tour Walking tour 07
3pm Family Ceilidh  Dance 29
4.30pm Radical Song from 1707 to Today Music 29
8pm Nuala Kennedy Band Music 10
8pm Pulse  Music 29
10pm TradFest Club  Music 08

sunday 8 May 
11am Trad Talk: Crossing the Borders Workshop 29
2pm Walk the Union Canal & the Meanwhile Garden Walking tour 06
2.30pm Plague & Pestilence! A Caddy Capers Special from Macastory  Walking tour 07 
8pm Talisk  Music 10
8.30pm Wee Folk Club: Amy Baillie Music 20
10pm TradFest Club: Finale Party Music 10

date event  event type page

folK filM gatHering  
28 April - 12 May, see Page 30-31
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THE SILENT 
PAGE  
- WILLIAM 
MACMATH & THE  
SONGS OF DUMFRIES  
& GALLOWAY

Wed 4 May, 2pm (1hr 30)  
National Library of Scotland  
Free (ticketed)  |  Talk 

ali Burns opens up the pages of 
William Macmath’s 19th century 
collection of folk songs and brings it 
back to vibrant life. The collection is 
a window to Dumfries and Galloway 
and a national treasure trove. 
This presentation is linked to a full 
concert on Sat 30 Apr at the caves. 
tickets:  
National Library of Scotland  
0131 623 3734  
www.nls.uk/events

WORKIN 
THE SEA  
- PORT SETON  
& COCKENZIE

thu 5 May, 2pm (1hr 30) 
National Library of Scotland  
Free (ticketed)  |  Talk 

The revival of small boat making and 
sailing in East Lothian takes us back 
into the life of sea-going societies.  
But what can this traditional skill 
offer these coastal communities for 
the future? archie Johnstone,  
Martine robertson and gareth 
Jones guide us through the stories, 
songs, traditions and customs,  
with the help of pictures and music. 
Part of Gal Gael Productions.
tickets:  
National Library of Scotland  
0131 623 3734  
www.nls.uk/events
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REBUILDING THE 
UNIVERSITY
thu 5 May, 7pm (1hr 30)  
Augustine United Church  
Free (non ticketed)  |  Talk 

In a world of competing 
fundamentalisms, a great  
university is one that stands out 
as a beacon of wisdom, tolerance 
and hope. Its four pillars are 
freedom, trust, learning and 
community. These pillars have 
been destroyed by autocratic, 
divisive and competitive regimes of 
management. We need to rebuild 
them. Talk delivered by professor 
tim ingold, Department of 
Anthropology, university  
of aberdeen.  

TAM LYN
thu 5 May, 8pm (2hrs) 
St Vincent’s Chapel  
£8 (£5 conc)  |  Music 

Entwining enchanting melodies 
with songs in English, Gaelic and 
French, Tam Lyn perform music 
drawn from the diverse, traditional 
wellsprings of the British Isles  
and beyond. The trio comprises 
siannie Moodie on clàrsach,  
Becka Wolfe on vocals and viola 
and sam gillespie on vocals and 
wooden flute. 
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk

TREASURE 
TROVES OF 
SCOTTISH 

TRADITION

TREASURE 
TROVES OF 
SCOTTISH 

TRADITION

Traditional Culture. Live.
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NOTHING EVER 
HAPPENS HERE 
PRESENTS ALTAN
thu 5 May, 8pm (3hrs) 
Summerhall  
£16  |  Music  |  18+ 

Nothing Ever Happens Here is 
proud to present an intimate seated 
gig in summerhall’s atmospheric 
Dissection Room. Join one of 
Ireland’s premier traditional acts 
who will play songs from their 
acclaimed new record The Widening 
Gyre. A show not to be missed!
tickets:  
Summerhall  
0131 560 1581  
www.summerhall.co.uk

DISCOVER WILD 
AMERICA WITH 
JOHN MUIR
thu 5 May, 6.30pm (1hr) 
Blackwell’s Bookshop  
Free  |  Illustrated Talk 

Join Scottish-American naturalist 
John Muir (in the guise of scholar 
lee stetson) on a journey around 
all 18 National Parks in the USA, 
taking in the sights such as the 
Grand Canyon, Yellowstone  
and Yosemite.
tickets:  
Blackwell’s Bookshop  
0131 622 8222  
www.Blackwells.co.uk/edinburgh

THE 
UNBROKEN 
CIRCLE  
- HELEN FULLERTON  
IN ARGYLL

fri 6 May, 2pm (1hr 30) 
National Library of Scotland  
Free (ticketed)  |  Talk 

Helen Fullerton collected and made 
songs, working with Argyllshire 
Travellers and the dam builders 
from Donegal. geordie Mcintyre, 
alison McMorland and Kirsty 
potts lead the discussion on a 
remarkable border crosser and her 
unique view on richly lived but hard 
lives in western Scotland. 
tickets:  
National Library of Scotland  
0131 623 3734  
www.nls.uk/events

THE MEN  
FROM LEITH:  
DICK GAUGHAN, BLUE ROSE 
CODE, DEAN OWENS & 
THE WHISKY HEARTS

fri 6 May, 7.30pm (3hrs)  
Queen’s Hall  
£16  |  Music 

A night of celebrating the 
songwriting and musical talents of 
three men from Leith – outstanding 
musicians who all hail from the same, 
small corner of Edinburgh. A mix of 
original and traditional songwriting 
and compelling performances, with 
grit, fire, honesty and wry humour. 
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk  
Queen’s Hall - 0131 668 2019 
www.thequeenshall.net
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MUMMER’S 
CEILIDH DANCE 
WITH THE 
ROBERT FISH 
BAND
fri 6 May, 8pm (3hrs) 
Pleasance Kirk o’ Fields  
£10  |  Dance 

A rollicking ceilidh of performance, 
music and dance! At May festivities 
in medieval Edinburgh, Burghers 
would act out the ancient Folk Play, 
The Galoshins, telling of death and 
resurrection. This play is the roots 
of pantomime and now you can 
experience it, led by the Abbot of 
Misrule, and dance the night away 
with the Band.
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk

MAY DAY  
PARADE & RALLY
sat 7 May, 11.30am (2hrs) 
Leave from Johnston Terrace  
Free (non ticketed)  |  Walk 

The Edinburgh and Lothians May 
Day Parade campaigns this year 
for Workers’ Rights and Human 
Rights. The procession musters in 
Johnston Terrace beside The Hub 
at 11.30am and proceeds to The 
Pleasance (EH8 9TJ). TradFest 
brings up the rear with some 
carnival colour and mayhem from 
mummers and performers. Join in!

a
M

y B
a

illie

3rd FLUTE FLING 
- EDINBURGH 2016: 
SCOTTISH FLUTE DAY

sat 7 May, 9.30am (7hrs)  
Portobello Old Parish Church  
£30 (£25 conc)  |  Workshop 

After two successful events, the 
3rd Edinburgh Flute Fling will 
bring together some of Scotland’s 
best traditional flute players for 
an opportunity for teaching and 
discussion on topics relevant flute 
playing in Scottish traditional 
music, including playing styles, 
repertoire, tone development, 
phrasing, and ornamentation. 
Informal sessions included. 
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk

WEE FOLK CLUB: 
AMY BAILLIE
sun 8 May, 8.30pm (2hrs 30) 
Royal Oak  
£5  |  Music 

Amy is a young singer-songwriter 
from West Lothian with an eclectic 
mix of tales and tunes – and a simply 
stunning voice. She has been on 
tour with Skerryvore and made a big 
impression at the Edinburgh Guitar 
and Music Festival. 
tickets:  
At the Door
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LAND, SEA & SKY: 
FAE FIFE TO FAROE
thu 21 apr - sun 8 May,  
10am - 6pm 
Free (non ticketed)  |  Exhibition 

Jan Miller, originally from Fife, now 
lives and works in Penicuik. She 
works with various materials, using 
her strong drawing skills to produce 
work in ceramic, paint, papier-
mache sculpture, stained glass, 
illustration and batik. Most recently 
she created a bust of Hamish 
Henderson for the Carrying Stream 
Festival, now homed in Sandy  
Bell’s Bar.

WAYFARING 
STRANGERS
Wed 27 apr, 5.30pm (1hr 30)  
£10 (£8 conc)  |  Music 

Follow the great musical migration 
from Scotland, through Ulster 
on down the Great Philadelphia 
Wagon Road into the Southern 
Appalachians. The “Scots-Irish” 
brought their ballads and tunes 
across the Atlantic, a carrying 
stream that merged with sounds 
and songs of other traditions.  
Broadcaster fiona ritchie, co-
author of the New York Times  
Best Seller Wayfaring Strangers, 
charts this remarkable musical 
diaspora with the help of singers 
alan reid, Jenn Butterworth and 
laura-Beth salter.
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk

GAELIC POETRY 
& SONG/ 
BÀRDACHD AGUS 
ÒRAIN GHÀIDHLIG
thu 28 apr, 2pm (1hr 30)  
£6 (£4 conc)  |  Workshop 

Poetry and song nourish each 
other in Gaelic culture. James 
Macdonald reid – piper, singer and 
storyteller – shares the background 
in this fun session in English with 
Gaelic examples. Tha ceangal  
làidir ann eadar bàrdachd agus 
òrain ann an cultar na Gàidhlig. 
Bidh Seamus MacDhòmhnall 
Reid – pìobaire, seinneadair agus 
sgeulaiche – a’ toirt sùil air a’ 
chuspair seo anns a’ Bheurla, ach le 
eisimpleirean sa Ghàidhlig ann an 
seisean neo-fhoirmeal.
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk

TAK AFF YER 
DRAM: TALES  
& SONGS  
OF WHISKY
thu 28 apr, 5.30pm (1hr 15) 
£7 (£5 conc)  |  Storytelling 

For centuries, the Scots love of 
their national drink has been at the 
heart of their culture. Join stuart 
McHardy as he rollicks through 
the tales and songs from the 
times when the best whisky was 
untaxed through to the present day 
when our drouth for the ‘cratur’ is 
undiminished.
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk
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ONCE OUR 
VALLEYS WERE 
RINGING
thu 28 apr, 7pm (2hrs 30)  
£8 (£6 conc)  |  Storytelling & Music

The times, creeds and 
circumstances may vary, but the 
predicament of people fleeing their 
homes isn’t a new one. dougie 
Mackay, Janis Mackay, daniel 
allison and raymond considine 
explore and share folk stories and 
songs of such circumstances in 
Scotland, Ireland and further afield.
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk

GERDA 
STEVENSON
thu 28 apr, 8pm (2hrs) 
£12 (£10 conc)  |  Music 

gerda stevenson, MG Alba Scots 
Trad Music Awards nominee, shares 
songs from her acclaimed album 
Night Touches Day, showcasing her 
skill at composing storytelling lyrics 
that can be potent or amusing.  
A unique event of poetry and song 
with musicians seylan Baxter, 
rob Macneacail and Kyrre slind.
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk
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SPINNING  
WHEEL DISPLAY
fri 29 & sat 30 apr, 12pm (3hrs) 
Free (non ticketed)  |  Craft 

Following the tradition of her 
Hebridean Grandmother, sheila 
Macisaac is a spinner, dyer, 
knitter and weaver who collects 
and renovates spinning wheels 
from around the world although 
her favourites were made in the 
Kingdom of Fife. Become absorbed 
in the calming rhythm of the wheel 
as Sheila spins, with opportunities 
to have a go at the spindle yourself.  

POETRY & SANG 
GANG THEGITHER
fri 29 apr, 2pm (1hr 30) 
£6 (£4 conc)  |  Workshop 

Robert Burns said ‘poetry and sang 
gang thegither’, showcased through 
the rich interchange between 
Scotland’s poets and sangsters. 
fred freeman introduces 
some outstanding examples of 
collaboration to embrace the 
creative pulse between words and 
music, past and present.
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk

Traditional Culture. Live.
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THE FLAX 
FLOWER: A  
BALLAD RETOLD
fri 29 apr, 5.30pm (1hr) 
£7 (£5 conc)  |  Music & Song 

Join singer and writer amanda 
Maclean for a unique blend of 
music, readings and conversation. 
Traditional songs and ballads, sung 
with both sensitivity and power, 
perfectly set off readings from the 
novel The Flax Flower, in which one 
of Scotland’s greatest ballads is 
beautifully retold.  
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk

CATHAL 
MCCONNELL & 
SUSANNA ORR 
HOLLAND
fri 29 apr, 6.30pm (1hr 30) 
£10 (£8 conc)  |  Music 

Award-winning musical genius 
cathal Mcconnell is joined by 
susanna orr Holland for an 
evening of acoustic music and song 
from Ireland to the Hebrides, by 
way of India. A fascinating blend 
of Cathal’s traditional, yet always 
improvisational, flute and song with 
Susanna’s beautiful vocals, Indian 
harmonium, guitar and percussion.
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk

THE ADVENTURES 
OF JOHN  
PAUL JONES
fri 29 apr, 8pm (1hr 30)   
£10 (£8 conc)  |  Music 

alan reid and rob van sante 
present the story of the Scots-
born mariner who was a hero of 
the American Revolution. John 
Paul Jones’ chequered life is told 
through song, narration and a 
slide show evoking a dramatic 
journey covering the exploits of this 
talented but flawed individual.   
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk

MAY MUMMING: 
FOLK DRAMA 
WORKSHOP
sat 30 apr, 12pm (4hrs 30) 
£15 (£12 conc)  |  Workshop 

Join shane connolly, stan reeves 
and donald smith for a hands-on 
introduction to Mumming plays 
and costumes. Explore May Day 
Mumming traditions and find 
out how Robin Hood ties into the 
Beltane Masque performed on 
Calton Hill. Mummers will also have 
an opportunity to take part in the 
TradFest Parade on Sat 7 May.  
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk
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IMAGES OF  
THE SONG
sat 30 apr, 5.30pm (1hr 30) 
£7 (£5 conc)  |  Music 

Broadcaster and singer-songwriter 
frieda Morrison presents a 
musical journey of self-penned and 
traditional songs and tunes, melded 
together with her own unique film 
footage from North East Scotland 
and beyond. Frieda is joined by 
fiddle player sarah Beattie and 
vocalist and autoharp player  
delane Morrison. 
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk

RIDERS OF  
THE SIDHE
sat 30 apr, 7pm (1hr)  
£7 (£5 conc)  |  Storytelling 

The Sidhe – fairy folk of the mounds 
– ride the night of 30th April. 
Strange and mischievous deeds 
are afoot when the web between 
worlds is thinnest on 1st May and 
Beltane welcomes the summer. Join 
david campbell, linda Williamson 
and “the Little People” in their 
ceilidh of story and song from the 
Celtic kingdoms.
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk
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THE TWO TRUTHS 
OF THOMAS THE 
RHYMER
sat 30 apr, 8pm (2hrs 15) 
£8 (£6 conc)  |  Storytelling & Music

Thomas the Rhymer comes to life 
twice in this evening of folk and 
autobiographical tales from the 
Scottish Borders. Let dan serridge 
and James spence take you to 
the place where two counties meet 
as they share stories close to the 
border and their hearts.
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk

JAMES CONNOLLY:  
FROM EDINBURGH’S 
COWGATE TO THE 
DUBLIN GPO

sun 1 May, 2pm (2hrs) 
£7 (£5 conc)  |  Music 

alastair Mcdonald and ray Burnett 
recall through music, song and story 
the international achievements of 
the boy from Edinburgh’s Cowgate. 
James Connolly lived as a writer, 
socialist campaigner and trade union 
activist and finally surrendered 
his life in the cause of Irish 
independence. Presented by the 
Edinburgh Folk Club, in association 
with the Edinburgh and Lothian May 
Day Committee.
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk
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THE MAGICAL 
FUSION
sun 1 May, 5pm (1hr 30) 
£8 (£6 conc)  |  Storytelling 

Escape into worlds of adventure, 
chaos, betrayal and delight as 
international storytellers ana 
lines, claire Mcnicol and Mara 
Menzies dazzle with mythological 
stories from around the world. 
Discover the births of the Gods and 
the origin of humanity amidst some 
truly audacious behaviour, with 
music and song accompaniment.
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk

IN THE WAKE  
OF NEIL GUNN
sun 1 May, 8pm (1hr 15) 
£12 (£10 conc)  |  Music 

Inspired by a sea voyage around 
Scotland’s West coast retracing a 
route sailed by author Neil Gunn 
in 1937, award-winning musician/
composer Mike vass’s captivating 
new work integrates traditional, 
classical and electronic elements 
with film, photography and spoken-
word excerpts.
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk

ARTIE’S  
TARTAN TALES
Mon 2 May, 11am (1hr) 
£7 (£5 conc) (£20 Family of 4) 
Music 

The Singing Kettle’s creator and 
former star, artie trezise, is back 
with his exciting new production 
for the May Day Holiday. Traditional 
stories and songs with a Scottish 
accent, from The Three Little Pigs 
to The Train to Glasgow, with  
lots of joining-in for children and  
adults alike.
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk

TRADBEATS
Mon 2 May, 2pm (2hrs 30) 
£15 (£12 conc)  |  Workshop 

TradBeats combines workshops in 
Gaelic mouth music, beatboxing, 
stepdance and body percussion, 
bringing together the core 
elements of voice and movement 
through rhythm. Stepdancer 
sophie stephenson, beatboxer 
lewis Macrae and Gaelic singers 
eilidh Munro and Màiri Britton 
lead collaborative workshops 
and encourage participants to 
experiment and improvise. 
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk
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TREAD THE TRAD
Mon 2 May, 7pm (1hr 30)  
£8 (£6 conc)  |  Storytelling 

Enjoy a presentation of stories, 
songs, music and dance 
prepared by phyllis davison 
and calum Marwick who have 
worked together since 2011 
to produce programmes held at 
the Storytelling Centre. Journey 
through Scotland and Edinburgh’s 
Auld Toon, with a few visits to 
Canada, Phyllis’ home from home. 
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk

SIOBHAN MILLER/ 
HURADAL
Mon 2 May, 7.30pm (2hrs 30) 
£12 (£10 conc)  |  Music 

An evening of traditional and 
contemporary folk songs from one 
of Scotland’s finest voices. Twice 
winner of Scots Singer of the Year, 
Siobhan’s new album Flight of 
Time marks an exciting chapter in 
her career showcasing her song 
writing abilities, accompanied 
by some of Scotland’s finest 
musicians including aaron Jones 
of Old Blind Dogs. Support 
comes from Huradal, featuring 
stepdancers Màiri Britton and 
sophie stephenson with Mod Gold 
Medallist eilidh Munro (clàrsach/
vocals) and Young Trad finalist 
robbie greig (fiddle/guitar). 
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk

CAFÉ CEILIDH
tue 3 May, 2pm (2hrs) 
Free (non ticketed)  |  Music 

Join Linten Adie and friends from 
the Scots Music Group for a free 
afternoon of traditional Scottish 
songs and music in the  
Storytelling Court.

LEIF
tue 3 May, 5.30pm (1hr 30) 
£8 (£6 conc)  |  Music 

eoin o’Brien and conor o’sullivan 
are an acoustic duo from the 
Southwest of Ireland. Eoin’s 
singing is rich and sincere whilst 
Conor’s accompaniment ranges 
from beautifully sparse to wildly 
intricate. Blending traditional, 
contemporary and original folk 
music, Leif will leave you captivated 
by the storied music of songs old 
and new.
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk

STORY IN SONG 
WORKSHOPS WITH 
KIRSTY LAW

tue 3 May - thu 5 May, 6pm  (1hr 30) 
£15 each or 3 for £36  |  Workshop

A relaxed workshop and open 
discussion on the art of storytelling in 
song, for beginners and experienced 
songwriters alike. Kirsty law, across 
three sessions, exemplifies different 
songwriters’ works and encourages 
all to have a go at writing their own 
song. See online listing for further 
details on each of the sessions.
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk

KIST O DREAMS
tue 3 May, 7pm (1hr) 
£7 (£5 conc)  |  Book Launch 

christina stewart’s celebrated  
Kist O Dreams collection of lullabies 
from Scottish tradition has become 
a touchstone for parents and singers 
alike. Along with harpist Bill taylor, 
Christina presents the collection, 
sharing the songs and their stories 
to launch the new Kist O Dreams 
book, featuring notated melodies. 
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk
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SUMMER 
WALKERS/ 
JOURNEY TO  
A KINGDOM
tue 3 May, 8pm (2hrs 30) 
£8 (£6)  |  Film 

A rare chance to see timothy 
neat’s seminal Scottish 
documentaries on the big screen, 
followed by a discussion with the 
filmmaker himself and hosted 
by donald smith. One of Neat’s 
numerous collaborations with 
Hamish Henderson, Summer 
Walkers (1976), documents 
the timeless culture of Scottish 
travellers, featuring appearances 
from celebrated icons of the 
folk revival – the Stewarts of 
Blair, Duncan Williamson, Willie 
MacPhee, Essie Stewart and Eddie 
Davies. One of Neat’s later films, 
Journey to a Kingdom (1992), joins 
Hamish Henderson on a playful 
road trip to the North East of 
Scotland, provoking considerable 
thought, laughter and insight  
along the way.
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk

WHEN SHALL  
WE THREE  
MEET AGAIN 
Wed 4 May, 7pm (2hrs) 
£8 (£6 conc)  |  Storytelling 

Three spirited women fly in from 
countryside, coast and glen, to 
bring you a spell-binding collection 
of tales, songs and music from 
around Scotland. Join storyteller 
Beverley Bryant, singer aileen 
carr and clarsach player Heather 
yule for an evening of otherworldly 
entertainment.
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk
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TANNARA/  
THE LOWGROUND
Wed 4 May, 8pm (2hrs) 
£10 (£8 conc)  |  Music 

Two of Scotland’s brightest up and 
coming bands join forces to deliver 
an evening of exceptional music. 
Tannara take original compositions, 
music from Scotland and around 
the world to create intricate, 
dynamic arrangements. Rising 
Scottish folk trio The Lowground 
combines three of Scotland’s most 
exciting young musicians. 
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk
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ROSS WHYTE & 
ALASDAIR WHYTE
thu 5 May, 5.30pm (1hr) 
£7 (£5 conc)  |  Music 

Gaelic singer alasdair Whyte 
and electronic musician ross 
Whyte perform a series of new 
arrangements of traditional Gaelic 
songs and original compositions. 
The combination of ambient 
soundscape and abstract visuals, 
along with Alasdair’s classical vocal 
style, promises a unique aural and 
visual experience.
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk

STRAVAIGING 
SCOTLAND IN 
STORIES
thu 5 May, 7pm (2hrs) 
£7 (£5 conc)  |  Storytelling 

From the trows of Shetland 
to the dramatic ballads of the 
Borders, the selkies of the west 
coast or the fairy folk of the east, 
Scotland’s stories are as varied 
as its landscape and culture. 
Join developing storytellers from 
Edinburgh’s Burgh Blatherers on a 
tour of the country’s great tales.
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk

GOL
thu 5 May, 8pm (1hr 30) 
£10 (£8 conc)  |  Music 

This Scottish/Iranian band performs 
an improvised set, combining sound 
design and film projections. Their 
fresh and funky fusion of traditional 
Persian arrangements, electronica, 
jazz and world music have spread 
waves of excitement from Scotland 
to the Middle East and USA.
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk

ADRIFT 
fri 6 May, 5.30pm (1hr) 
£8 (£6 conc)  |  Storytelling 

A young man, detached and 
alienated from a community in 
decline, is unintentionally set adrift 
on a journey of initiation following 
the death of his grandfather, a 
traditional boat builder. Inspired 
by the writings of Neil Gunn and 
mythological tales of initiation. 
Performed by owen pilgrim, 
accompanied by musician susanna 
orr Holland.
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk

THREE  
PICTISH TALES
fri 6 May, 7pm (1hr) 
£7 (£5 conc)  |  Storytelling 

david Brown shares a triad of 
Pictish stories. Dunnichen Moss is 
the fateful clash between Ecgfrith 
of Northumbria and Bridei of the 
Strathclyde Britons told in heroic 
verse; Maelbrighte Buck-Tooth is 
a Pict’s post-mortem revenge on a 
Viking; and Y Gododdin is an epic tale 
of the ill-fated Edinburgh to Catraeth 
expedition as told by the bard, Aneirin.
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk

SHEESHAM AND 
LOTUS & ‘SON
fri 6 May, 8pm (2hrs) 
£10 (£8 conc)  |  Music 

Renowned as one of the most 
entertaining old-time bands on the 
circuit, delivering visual delights as 
much as a virtual musical kick up the 
pants! Crowned “the new Kings of 
old-time” following their triumphant UK 
debut, Maverick magazine said: ‘Hugely 
entertaining – they stole the show!’
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk

g
o

l



29

Wednesday 27 april to sunday 8 May 2016

www.tracscotland.org/tradfest

trad arts 
at tHe ssc

FAMILY CEILIDH
sat 7 May, 3pm (1hr 30) 
£6 (£4 conc) (£16 Family of 4)  
Dance 

Come with the whole family and 
friends to dance well-known 
Scottish dances. All the dances will 
be called and there will be easier 
circles for the little ones. A fun 
introduction to sociable dancing 
with live music!
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk

RADICAL SONG 
FROM 1707  
TO TODAY
sat 7 May, 4.30pm (2hrs) 
£8 (£6 conc)  |  Music 

From anti-Union riots and Jacobite 
risings through to radical calls for 
the reform of a corrupt political 
system, Scotland has raised its 
voice in song. This performance 
highlights the movements 
and songs that have inspired 
generations of egalitarian Scots 
and laid a basis for the new political 
landscape. With stuart McHardy 
and the Ram-Stam Ranters. 
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk

PULSE
sat 7 May, 8pm (1hr) 
£12 (10 conc)  |  Music 

Award-winning Scottish musician 
Mairi campbell presents Pulse, 
her first one-woman theatre 
show, co-devised and directed 
by Kath Burlinson. Premiered at 
Celtic Connections 2016 to much 
acclaim, it tells the story of Mairi’s 
musical journey and quest for pulse 
from classically trained violist to 
folk musician using live music, 
movement and animation.
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk
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TRAD TALK: 
CROSSING THE BORDERS

sun 8 May, 11am-6pm 
£20 (£15 conc)  |  Workshop 

Hospitality underpins traditional 
arts: sharing what we have to 
offer as people gather together, 
by invitation or happenstance, 
providing a means for voices 
hidden from mainstream society 
to be heard. This year’s Trad Talk 
questions participation: who 
participates, who might and how do 
we widen the invitation? Keynote 
address from danny Boyle of 
Black and Ethnic Minorities in 
Scotland. Speakers include cathlin 
Macaulay, gary West, geordie 
Mcintyre, roxana vilk, sarah 
northcott and gica loening. 
Organised by TRACS in association 
with The School of Scottish Studies 
Archives, University of Edinburgh. 
tickets:  
Scottish Storytelling Centre  
0131 556 9579  
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.ukTraditional Culture. Live.
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LOST TREASURE
thu 28 apr, 6.30pm  
(1hr 30 inc. Q&a) 
1956 & 2016, Dawn Cine Group & 
Minttu Mäntynen, Scotland, pg

A special commission by glasgow 
short film festival for the 60th 
anniversary of a lost archive 
film that never was. In 1956 
a Glasgow-based socialist 
filmmaking collective embarked on 
an ambitious project confronting 
Scotland’s rural depopulation 
crisis. A Lost Treasure is a 
beautifully atmospheric audio-
visual performance responding to 
the abandoned film: assembled by 
filmmaker Minttu Mäntynen and 
accompanied live by musicians 
drew Wright (aka Wounded Knee) 
and Hamish Brown (Swimmer 
One). Supported by prs for 
Music foundation and film Hub 
scotland, part of the Bfi’s film 
audience network. With thanks 
to national library of scotland 
Moving image archive.

SHEPHERDS  
OF BERNERAY
fri 29 apr, 6.05pm  
(56mins) +1hr 10 
1981, Allen Moore & Jack Shea, 
Scotland, u

A rare opportunity to see this 
newly restored poetic documentary 
about the lives of a community of 

shepherds in the Outer Hebrides. 
With a painterly sense of light, and 
an ear for Hebridean song and story 
traditions, the film paints a sincere 
portrait of a community on the verge 
of change. Q&A hosted by social 
geographer fraser Macdonald, with 
allen Moore, Shea’s widow, yvonne 
Bayinsky and the celebrated singer 
vashti Bunyan who herself travelled 
to Berneray in the early 70s. 

THE SELFISH 
GIANT 
sat 30 apr, 6.05pm  
 (1hr 30) +25mins 
2013, Clio Barnard, England, 15

This contemporary masterpiece 
of British cinema explores close 
community ties to horses and 
harness racing. Developed from 
documentary work exploring 
Bradford’s scrap metal trade,  
it portrays the mixed fortunes of 
Arbor and Swifty, two energetic 
young boys who become involved in 
the scrap business. Where Swifty 
is quiet, gentle and loves horses, 
Arbor is charismatic, hyperactive 
and has a keen eye for profit. Will 
the boys survive their encounter 
with menacing local scrap dealer 
Kitten unscathed? 

EDEN VALLEY 
sun 1 May, 5.45pm  
(1hr 40) +55mins 
1995, Amber Collective, England 
(Tyneside), 15

Hoggy’s life is turned upside down 
when his estranged son Billy 
arrives needing a place to stay. As 
Billy once again becomes part of 
Hoggy’s life, their shared fortunes 

amidst the County Durham trotting 
community are gradually put to 
the test. An opportunity to see the 
essential work of Tyneside’s Amber 
Collective with the filmmakers 
themselves, followed by a Q&A  
with ellin Hare and peter roberts. 

VACAS (COWS)
Mon 2 May, 5.55pm  
(1hr 30) +25mins 
1992, Julio Medem, Spain, 15

An act of wartime cowardice 
comes to haunt three generations 
of Basque country farmers. Vacas 
chronicles the bitter feud emerging 
between two neighbouring families 
after Carmelo is killed because of his 
neighbour Manuel’s cowardice. Will 
Ignacio (Manuel’s son) and Catalina 
(Carmelo’s daughter) escape the fates 
assigned to them by their families, or 
will they be crushed under the weight 
of history? Deeply immersed in 
Basque traditions – notably featuring 
a stunning, traditional ‘aizcolari’ 
woodcutting sequence – Medem’s 
masterpiece marries the mythical 
with the historical in a profound 
treatment of Basque history. 

LA CHASSE AU 
LION A L’ARC  
(LION HUNTERS)
thu 5 May, 6.10pm  
(1hr 28) +25mins 
1965, Jean Rouch, Niger, pg

One of the most remarkable 
documentaries in film history, 
currently unavailable to watch for 
UK audiences. Using collaborative 
working methods and in conversation 
with Songhoy communities, 

all ticKets  
£10 (£8 Conc)

All screenings with this 
symbol will be introduced 
with tales from a traditional 
Scottish storyteller.
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Treasure

celebrated documentary maker 
Jean rouch documents the journey 
of traditional gow lion hunters in 
Niger to confront “the American”: a 
ferocious lion killing their livestock. 
Opening with the words of a 
traditional griot, Rouch fuses aspects 
of oral culture with magical realist 
documentary, evoking a dizzying 
sense of participatory experience. 

PADRE PADRONE
fri 6 May, 5.45pm  
(1hr 53) +25mins  
1977, Taviani Brothers, Italy, 15

Described by Pauline Kael as one 
of the world’s few truly animist 
films, this classic of Italian cinema 
features some of the most vivid 
imagery ever committed to screen.  
A magical realist account of the life of 
a young Sardinian shepherd, the film 
tells the story of Gavino, an intense 
young man in the shadow of his 
overbearing father who is taken out of 
school to look after his family’s flock of 
goats in the Sardinian mountains.

SONG OF THE SEA
sat 7 May, 12.45pm  
 (1hr 34) +25mins  
2014, Tomm Moore, Ireland, pg

A gorgeous, animated treatment of 
Irish selkie myths for all the family. 
10-year-old Ben can’t help but resent 
little sister Saoirse when their mother 
mysteriously disappears after she 
is born. But when Ben discovers 
Saoirse is actually a selkie – and her 
life is in danger from Macha the Owl 
Witch – he finds himself in a race 
against time to set aside his broken 
heart and bring their family together 
again. A rhapsodic, magical-realist 
celebration of folk tale, imagery and 
the importance of passing on tradition.  

Venus  
Peter
sun 8 May, 8.30pm  
(1hr 34) +55mins 
1989, Ian Sellar, Scotland, 12a

A rare opportunity to see this 
lost classic of Scottish cinema 
on the big screen. Growing up 
in 40s Stromness amongst a 
family of fishermen, Peter’s life is 
deeply influenced by dreams, his 
grandparents’ folk tales and his 
own powerful imagination. Who is 
the mysterious woman Peter sees 
down by the shore, and will he 
ever know the truth about why his 
father disappeared? Followed by a 
Q&A with celebrated Scottish film 
producer of Bannan and Seachd, 
christopher young. 

Tempus  
De Baristas
tue 10 May, 5.50pm  
 (1hr 40) +25mins 
1993, David MacDougall, Italy

One of two films at this year’s 
Gathering exploring the lives 
of Sardinian shepherds, david 
Macdougall’s poetic ethnography 
portrays the different experiences 
of Franchiscu (62), his son Pietro 
(17) and their friend Miminu (43) 
who – although being born 20 years 
apart – are united by ties of family, 
friendship and common experience. 
Will schoolboy Pietro continue 
the way of life that has been in his 
family for generations? Will Miminu 
and Franchiscu manage to hold 
onto their heritage as times change 
in Sardinia?

Harvest  
3000 Years
Wed 11 May, 5.40pm (2hrs 30) 
1976, Haile Gerima, Ethiopia

A striking work of Ethiopian cinema 
fusing traditional oral culture with 
cinematic poetry and a classic of 
the socialist, anti-imperialist Third 
Cinema movement. Reminiscent 
of John McGrath’s celebrated The 
Cheviot, The Stag and the Black, 
Black Oil, and highly pertinent to 
Scotland’s long history of land 
reform, discover the story of a 
family of peasants rising up against 
their oppressive landlord, situated 
against the day-to-day rhythms of 
work and communal storytelling. 
supported by  
africa in Motion  
film festival.

SONGS MY 
BROTHERS 
TAUGHT ME 
thu 12 May, 6pm  
(1hr 38) +25mins  
2015, Chloe Zhao, USA, 12a

A gentle portrait of a community 
under pressure, chloe zhao’s debut 
is a considered collaboration with 
Native American residents living on 
the South Dakota Pine Ridge Indian 
Reservation. High schooler Johnny 
and his 11 year old sister Jashaun 
face difficult questions after their 
errant father’s death. What sort of 
life can they expect on the Res? Is 
it better to cut and run, or stand 
and fight? Shot entirely on location, 
featuring a remarkable cast of non-
actors, this is a moving testament 
to community dignity and the ties 
that bind.

•  Buy three or more tickets and get 15% off*
•  Buy six or more tickets and get 25% off*
•  Buy nine or more tickets and get 35% off*

filmhouse cinema  
0131 228 2688 
www.filmhousecinema.com

SCOTTISH 
Premiere!
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